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THE PROGRESS OF WOMEN 

As a matter of general information and historical knowledge every 
woman, whether professional or lay, should read the resolutions passed 
by the International Woman Suffrage Alliance in London in May 
just past, as they show in a vivid and striking manner the events 
going on in the world around us which portend a new era initiated by 
unprecedented changes in the status of women. We are of the opinion 
that no woman can afford to be ignorant of these remarkable events, 
and, as few nurses have the special reports or official paper, “Jus 
Suffragii ” before their eyes, and as the press of the country has almost 
entirely ignored the proceedings of this remarkable gathering of women, 
we feel that we are doing a duty to our readers in enabling them to 
keep up with the march of events as summed up in the following 
resolutions: 

The delegates from 21 countries assembled in London at the 1st 
Quinquennial Congress of the International Women’s Suffrage Alliance, 
and, representing the organized movement for the franchise throughout 
the world, unite in the following resolutions: 

Resolved that we rejoice in rapid growth of the Alliance from S 
national societies at its organization in 1904 to 21 societies in 1909. 

Resolved that we record with pride two great victories achieved 
since our first meeting, held five years ago in Berlin; the granting, by 
two European Countries of the Parliamentary Suffrage to women: 
Finland in 1906 conferred the Parliamentary vote upon women on the 
same terms as exercised by men; Norway in 1907 gave the Parliamentary 
franchise to women, but with a slight tax-paying qualification not re¬ 
quired of men, which restriction the Government now proposes to re¬ 
move,—and resolved that this Congress requests Fru Quam, Represen¬ 
tative of the Norwegian Government to convey to her Majesty, the 
Queen of Norway, its deep appreciation of her gracious message and 
greeting expressing the hope that the work of the International Suffrage 
Alliance would be for the good of the home and the happiness of 
women, and further resolved that we express our firm conviction that 
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this hope will be fully realized when all countries shall have followed 
the example of Norway in granting the franchise to their women. 

Resolved that we congratulate the women of Denmark upon having 
received in 1908 the municipal franchise and that we congratulate 
Denmark upon the wise and zealous manner in which the women have 
exercised it, in the Elections of this year; 70 per cent, of the women of 
Copenhagen having cast their vote, seven of their number having been 
elected to its Municipal Council and 7 per cent, of the Municipal Officers 
elected throughout the Country having been women. 

Resolved that we congratulate the women of Sweden that the tax 
payers’ municipal suffrage, exercised by single women for nearly fifty 
years, has now been extended to married women, and that both have been 
made eligible to all offices for which they can vote. 

Resolved that we congratulate the women of Iceland upon having 
also been made eligible for the Municipal Offices for which they have 
long had a vote, and upon the election of 4 of them to the Council of 
the capital Reykjavik, also upon the appointment of a new Minister of 
State who is an ardent advocate of Women’s Suffrage; that a Petition 
for Women’s Suffrage has been signed by a majority of all the women 
of Iceland and that their Parliament has promised to grant it in a 
very short time. 

Resolved that we congratulate the women of France on the first 
recognition of their right to the Suffrage, they having been made 
eligible to sit on Boards of Trade and when thus elected, obtaining 
thereby the right to vote for Tribunals of Commerce. 

Resolved that we congratulate the women of Germany that by a 
law securing the right to join and to form political organizations through¬ 
out the Empire, the women of all but three German States have, within 
a year, succeeded in organizing Women’s Suffrage Societies and affiliating 
them to the National Union of Societies. 

Resolved that we congratulate the women of Italy upon the success 
of their first Congress of Women where Women’s Suffrage resolutions 
were carried with enthusiasm; and upon the cordial support given to 
this question at the recent Parliamentary elections. And we congratu¬ 
late the Women of Italy, Switzerland, France, Belgium, Hungary and 
Servia on the formation of National Women’s Suffrage Associations 
within the past four years, and we protest against the law in Austria 
which forbids the formation of such associations. 

Resolved that we express our sympathy with the Russian women, who, 
under such terrible conditions, have to fight for their own rights and 
for those of their whole people. We record with satisfaction that they 
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were permitted, though under serious restrictions, to hold a large and 
successful Congress of Women in December, 1908. 

Resolved that we learn with pleasure that in the general movement 
towards freedom in Turkey a demand has arisen from women for some 
voice in their Government, which we hope the Young Turk party may 
grant. 

Resolved that we congratulate the women of the Netherlands that 
in 1905 a State Committee of seven prominent men of all parties, having 
been appointed by the Government to consider the revision of the Con¬ 
stitution, by a vote of 6 to 1 recommended removing from it all 
obstacles to eligibility for women; that the Government soon after 
brought in a bill wherein the suffrage and eligibility for women were 
made possible, which was not proceeded with only because the Govern¬ 
ment went out of power; and that it is undoubtedly only postponed. 

Resolved that we congratulate the women of Bohemia on having 
made use of their old constitutional right, although limited by many 
qualifications, to vote in elections for some town-councils and for the 
Bohemian Diet, and also on having women candidates put up for the 
Diet in some constituencies, which we hope may result in their being 
elected. 

Resolved that we congratulate the women of South Africa that in 
two States out of the three belonging to its National Suffrage Asso¬ 
ciation—Cape Colony and the Transvaal—they have already received 
the municipal franchise and that a bill for this purpose passed the 
Parliament of Natal last year; that the political leaders are in sympathy 
with the movement and that there is ground for hope that the first 
Parliament of a United South Africa will grant to women the parlia¬ 
mentary vote. 

Resolved that we remember with deep satisfaction that the women 
of New Zealand have now enjoyed full enfranchisement for 16 years 
and are continuing, by their wise and faithful performance of their 
duties as voters, to show the world how well fitted they are for the 
privilege and how much the Government lias profited by their co¬ 
operation. Further, we rejoice in the completion of the •enfranchise¬ 
ment of women in Australia by the granting of State Suffrage to them 
in Victoria last November. The women by their general and efficient 
use of the vote have so demonstrated their fitness for it that the experi¬ 
ment begun in 1894 has now culminated in the granting to them of 
every State and Federal Suffrage exercised by men. The fact that in 
a whole vast continent all citizens have an equal representation must 
encourage the women of other lands in their struggle to break down 
the unnatural barrier raised by unequal franchise laws. 
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Resolved that we rejoice that in the United States of America within 
the last few years there has been such an awakening of women to the 
necessity of the suffrage as never has been known; that they realize 
as never before the injustice of their disfranchisement in a nation 
founded on individual representation and that scores of their associa¬ 
tions for other purposes are now demanding the suffrage; that within 
the past two months 1000 representative women of New York appeared 
before their Legislature in behalf of the bill for woman suffrage, 1600 
in the State of Illinois and 2000 in Massachusetts; that the organizations 
of working men, almost without exception, declare in favor of votes for 
women; that the press gives far more notice and approval of this 
subject than ever before; that in three states—Washington, Oregon and 
South Dakota—the question has been submitted to be voted on in 1910 
and that all signs point to victory. 

Resolved that we hear with pleasure of the recent action of the City 
Council of Toronto in petitioning the Dominion Parliament for the 
full enfranchisement of women and that on the day when the question 
was to be discussed 1000 women went on a deputation to the Premier 
at the Parliament House to support the petition. 

Resolved that we congratulate the women of Great Britain upon 
being made eligible in 1907 to serve as County and Borough Coun¬ 
cillors and as Mayors and Provosts; and upon the election of one as 
Mayor, and a number as Councillors. We record with satisfaction that 
Women’s Suffrage in Greht Britain is now a subject of practical politics 
as shown by the interest evinced by electors in the subject, and by the 
organized opposition to the movement, which marks the recognition of 
the advance that has been made. ' 

The huge and continuous increase in the membership of all the 
Women’s Suffrage organizations and the adherence to the movement 
of bodies of women engaged in various fields of work (representing 
nearly a million organized women) Bhow that women of education and 
of practical experience and responsibility in all classes of life are united 
in demanding a direct share in the government of their country. 

Resolved that we cordially welcome the formation in various countries 
of men’s leagues for Women Suffrage, actuated by a genuine love of 
justice and a purely unselfish purpose, thus for the first time bringing 
the force of direct political power into the service of our movement. 



